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MOVING INTO 21STC. é  

  CHANGING ENVIRONMENT... 

   IMPROVING LEARNING 

This term has seen a flurry of building activity as BER, 
DER & NSSP impact on the school. Under the Federal 
Governmentôs Building Education RevoLution (BER), 
the windows in óAô block are being replaced.  As part of 
the Digital Education Revolution (DER) laptops have 
been rolled out to all Year 9 students and 28 teachers, a 
Technical Support Officer (TSO) has been appointed; a 
óconnected classroomô has been established with univer-
sity style seating in the TLS; additional cabling to enable 
internet access is being installed across the school and 
we are waiting on installation of five interactive white-
boards. Solar panels have been erected on the roof in 
óAô block as part of the National Solar Schools Program 
(NSSP). We have also installed seating under the cov-
ered outdoor learning area (COLA) and a security fence 
has been erected. Most of this work has occurred in the 
last five months with a hiatus during the HSC & SC so 
as not to disrupt the examinations. Thank you to every-
one for your patience and understanding as the school 
at various stages has resembled a construction site. 
But, we can look forward to a much more 21

st
 century 

style learning environment from 2010. 

Our School Certificate results are published and we are 
pleased with the trend upwards. Since 2007 our most 
important achievements have been in moving students 
out of the lower bands into the middle and upper bands. 
For instance, in 2008 English 41% of students achieved 
in bands 4-6 and 57% in bands 1-3 and this year 70% 
achieved in bands 4-6 and 28% in bands 1-3. In Science 
37% of students achieved bands 4-6, 61% of students 
achieved bands 1-3 whereas this year 55% achieved in 
bands 4-6 and 44% in bands 1-3. This trend is repeated 
across subjects except in Mathematics. The most de-
lighted faculty is HSIE because Geography gained the 
highest number of band 6 ï 6 in total. Congratulations to 
Mr Kosta and Ms Gallagher! 

Our NAPLAN results for Y9 this year are also very 
pleasing. We planned to improve numeracy growth from 
42 to 47 points however did so much better than that, 
achieving growth of 66 points. (The state average is 38). 
Also the overall growth in Literacy was maintained at 43 
points. (State average is 33.6) Our studentsô writing 
showed marked improvement at 53 points especially 
when compared to the state average of 26.9. The areas 
most requiring attention in Literacy are reading and 
spelling.      
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Principalôs Report conté.. 

 

So parents please ensure that your sons visit libraries 
or book shops in the holidays, give their ears a break 
from ipods, fingers a break from game playing and tex-
ting and settle into some good old fashioned reading !! 

Making learning real ï I believe that it is imperative as 
educators that we inform students of all the opportuni-
ties available to them beyond the classroom. This year 
students have traversed the city to participate in a vari-
ety of programs ï academic, apprenticeships, sporting, 
arts, performance, culture, careers.  Students and their 
teachers have visited universities, TAFE colleges, mu-
seums, art galleries, theatres, large corporations, res-
taurants, Luna Park, the beach & national parks é at 
these places they have written stories and poems, 
taken photographs and films, solved problems, worked 
with adults, collaborated on projects, shared their opin-
ions in focus groups and seen first hand how their 
learning connects to the world beyond the classroom. 

Old boys have returned to share their stories with stu-
dents and counsel them about their own career aspira-
tions. Boys have tried TAFE ótasterô courses, óOn The 
Job Trainingô initiatives, work placement and work ex-
perience. They have learned how to make coffee, serve 
alcohol responsibly, administer first aid, build boats, 
build engines, arrange flowers, shampoo and dry hair, 
sail boats é four boys went out on the harbour and 
sailed the óJames Craigô. Well done to all those boys 
who chose to explore the world beyond the classroom 
and a heartfelt thank you to our Careers Adviser Ms 
Giameos and Transition Coordinator, Ms Bursill for 
making it possible. 

Our boys are fortunate indeed to have such a hard 
working staff dedicated to providing learning opportuni-
ties that excite, challenge, promote critical and creative 
thinking and above all, care! So, thank you teachers, 
administrative staff and support staff. You are valued 
and appreciated! 

A school is only as strong as the people within it and 
those who support it. Our thanks also go to a small but 
very hard working and committed band of parents in our 
P&C. This is the last year for our President Pam Len-
son and member, Aashish Ali , as their sons graduate 
from Y12 this year. Thank you to both Pam and Aash-
ish for your selfless contribution to the school over the 
last six years. 

The wise counsel of our CLOs Nazek Roumieh, Ke Fan 
and Bernadette Stephens as well as mentor, Moses 
Bangura is much needed, sought after and appreciated. 
Sadly for us Bernadette and Moses are leaving this 
year: Bernadette to pursue full time study and Moses to 
take up a career as an Engineer. Thank you both for all 
that you have done for our boys. You will be missed.  

Other staff leaving us include our Science assistant 
Briony Magoffin and front office staffer Cristina Argyri.; 
Adam Allam Science & Maths teacher & Y8 Adviser 
and Con Spiropoulos in HSIE.  Thank you all and best 
wishes for your future careers in public education!
Thank you everyone involved in ensuring 2009 was a 
productive and rewarding year. Best wishes for a safe 
and happy holiday season 

. 
Leslee Mitton 

Principal 

CANTERBURY  BOYS HIGH SCHOOL AT THE  
ABC Q& A P ROGRAM 

 

This year our students have become favourite guests at 
the popular ABC television program Q & A, a live-to-air 
current affairs program compered by journalist and me-
dia personality, Tony Jones.  
 

In August, Stephen Luo, Mohammed Dower, Elhassan 
El-Ghirani, Jainal Chandra, Salim Ali and Shariq Nabi 
shone as part of the live studio audience of Australiaôs 
brightest and best young folk. Deputy PM Julia Gillard 
and Opposition leader, Malcolm Turnbull responded to 
questions about issues concerning youth, from these 
leaders of the future. After the program the boys met 
and chatted with Malcolm Turnbull about issues con-
cerning our community. 
On the strength of the boysô contribution  ï making in-
sightful comments and asking intelligent questions - we 
were invited to send a much larger group to the October 
29 show.  
 

This time our new school leaders stepped up, Darren 
Asgar, Hamze Anwar, Ayman Sungkar, Matthew Wong, 
James Zhao, Brandon Luu, Abdulla Malak, Saikat Mon-
dal, Tahmid Uddin, Ederson Pang, and Thuong Nguyen 
discussed big events in the news.  
 

Again the boys were chosen from the audience to ask 
questions of the panel including Bill Shorten, Tony Ab-
bott and Jonathan Biggins. After the show the boys 
were excited to meet and chat with Tony Jones who 
took an interest in them. 
 

Audience Producer, Sophie Mallam said of our boys: 
they were delightful and the whole team was very im-
pressed (particularly Tony) éwe will look forward to 
hopefully having some more Canterbury students in our 
audience next year. 
 

Well done boys!   
Ms Larkin 

Deputy Principal 
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A UNIQUE SAILING  EXPERIENCE 

Year 9 students, Halatoa Tupou, Shane Faaui, Robert 
Taufa and David Stemler participated in a 3 day sailing 
program organised by Sydney Heritage Fleet, a commu-
nity-based non-profit organisation. The Fleetôs mission is 
to preserve and restore heritage vessels through the use 
of traditional technical methods. 

During the program students learnt about basic naviga-
tion, knots, setting sails, climbing masts, and OH&S is-
sues under the supervision of volunteer mentors. 

On Sunday, December 6, these students were given the 
opportunity to put into practice the skills that they learnt 
during the course, and boarded the magnificent 1874 

James Craig  for a glorious day out at sea under sail.  

I would like to thank Kerry Reid from Sydney Heritage 
Fleet for offering this wonderful program to our students. 
This is an experience that that the boys will not forget!  

Alexandra Giameos 

 

 

OLD BOYS GUEST SPEAKERS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of Old Boys and two police officers visited our 
school to address some Yr 10 students about the differ-
ent career options available as well as career planning. 
Important information and advice relating to career deci-
sions was given by all speakers whose main message to 
students was that doing a job that you enjoy leads  to 
much personal satisfaction and success.     


